


Evening Program
7PM | WELCOME

Welcome | Teresa Fraga, President, Alivio Board of Directors

Mistress of Ceremonies |Tanja Babich, News Anchor, ABC 7  

Invocation | Dennis Ryan, Vice President of Mission, Sinai Chicago

7:15PM | DINNER

8PM | HONOREES
Presented by Esther Corpuz, Alivio CEO 

Una Presencia Activa Award
•• PRESENTED TO ••
Martin Cabrera, Jr.

CEO & Founder of Cabrera Capital Markets (CCM)
and Cabrera Capital Partners (CCP) 

Lifetime Achievement Award
•• PRESENTED TO ••

Esther E. Sciammarella
Executive Director of the Chicago Hispanic Health Coalition

Carmen Velásquez Warrior Award
•• PRESENTED TO ••
Daniel A. Meza, MD

Pulmonologist, Northwestern Medicine 

Closing Remarks
Esther Corpuz, Alivio CEsO  

9-10PM | OPEN BAR
¡GALA FIN!

Welcome!¡Bienvenido!
Your presence and support today helps us continue our 

founding members’ legacy of providing quality cost 
effective health care to the Hispanic community, the 

uninsured, and the underinsured.

Gala Sponsors
PLATINO ($25000)

Cabrera Capital Markets LLC

ORO ($15000)

Bienestar

BRONZE ($5000)
BlueNovo

Faro Advisory
Ann Garcelon

The HOH Group
Nature’s Grace
Prestige Health

Proven IT
Wallin-Gomez Architects, Ltd.

Wintrust



Letter From
Alivio’s CEO

Dinner Menu
FIRST COURSE

Beet Carpaccio Salad v|n|gf

Mango, green apple & micro green salad
tossed with champagne hazelnut vinaigrette,

garnished with aged manchego cheese

ENTRÉE OPTIONS
Oven Roasted Carved Sirloin Of Beef gf

Rolled in cracked black pepper
Chimichurri sauce

Crispy yukon potatoes
Sautéed green beans & baby carrots

Fresh herb garnish

Pan-Seared Whitefish
Oven-dried tomato & caper sauce

Red potato wedges
Fennel, artichoke hearts, white beans & scallion

Fresh herb garnish

VEGETARIAN ENTRÉE
Cracker Crusted Eggplant v

Served over zucchini "spaghetti"
Tomato confit & horseradish cream sauce

Potato kale pancake
Micro green garnish

DESSERT TRIO
Miniature Salted Caramel Brownie Whoopie Pies

Tres Leches Cake Ball
Cheesecake-Stuffed Strawberry

Dipped in Milk Chocolate

Friends, Family and Supporters,

Welcome to our Annual Gala! Tonight, 
we honor the devotion of truly 
committed pioneers who saw the need 
to provide affordable quality health care 
to the Hispanic immigrant community in 
Chicago, and we celebrate everyone who 
has supported and continued that legacy 
so that Alivio could grow into what it is 
today.

This is the first time in three years that 
we have been able to gather to celebrate 
our resilience. We’ve experienced both 
challenges and opportunities these 
past few years. COVID impacted every 
one of us and hit our community hard. 
Alivio was at the forefront from day 1 
providing education, tests and vaccines. 
We celebrated the expansion of Medicaid 
like benefits to all Illinois residents 
42 and older and continue to fight for 
healthcare coverage for all regardless of 
immigration status.

This night was not always guaranteed 
for Alivio. There have been many
challenges and uncertainties throughout 
the years. Our country’s current
administration stance on immigration 
issues, policies and agenda continues
to instill fear and threaten our patients 
and their families. Despite the
political climate, we need to stand 
together to ensure we can continue to
fulfill our mission.

Our patients, dedicated employees, and 
generous supporters are who keep

Alivio pushing forward into the future. 
Each of you here tonight, plays a
critical role in helping us continue the 
vital work that we do on behalf of
the most vulnerable.

Thank you to our exceptional Board of 
Directors, our expert and compassionate 
team of physicians, providers and 
caregivers, our dedicated staff and 
volunteers, our generous donors and 
friends. 

I would like to give special thanks to my 
family whose unequivocal support has 
afforded me the strength and tenacity to 
lead this amazing organization.

And thanks again to all of you for your 
shared commitment to this organization 
that means so much to us. Enjoy the 
evening!

Sincerely,

Esther Corpuz
Chief Executive Officer
Esther Corpuz





October 26, 2023

Alderperson Michael D. Rodriguez
22nd Ward Public Service Office
2500 S St. Louis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60623

Greetings!

As Alderperson of the 22nd ward I am honored to welcome all those gathered for Alivio Medical Center's fundraising
gala – A Magical Evening | Una Noche Mágica.

Alivio Medical Center was founded 34 years ago to provide much needed healthcare to Chicago's Latino community.
Through advocacy, education, and research, Alivio serves the community while providing integrated, comprehensive,
culturally sensitive, and quality medical care in a safe, fear-free, and bilingual and bicultural environment for all
immigrants. Since opening its doors in 1989, Alivio has expanded to one urgent care center and six community health
centers, with three serving as school-based centers.

Alivio continues to march forward as a leader in community health centers and raise the bar in creating equitable health
spaces in our community. I am proud to celebrate Alivio and honor their 34 years of providing high-quality affordable
and inclusive healthcare and congratulate this year’s Gala Honorees, Martin Cabrera, Jr., Esther E. Sciammarella, and
Daniel A. Meza, MD.

Best wishes for continued success and an incredible event.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Rodríguez
22nd Ward Alderperson

October 16th, 2023

Alivio Medical Center 
966 W 21st St 
Chicago, IL 60608

Dear CEO Esther Corpuz and staff at Alivio Medical Center, 

I would first like to take this opportunity to congratulate Alivio Medical Center on their 34 years 
of providing service to predominantly Latino and bilingual communities in the City of Chicago
and local suburbs. 

Especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, through Alivio’s hard work and dedication, they 
were able to expand their capacity to allow for thousands of residents to receive free COVID-19
vaccines and facilitated drive-through testing at the peak of the pandemic.

As a valuable stakeholder in the 25th Ward, I have had the pleasure of working with Alivio’s 
leadership and staff on many projects and outreach events to provide necessary information and 
valuable resources to our residents.

I am grateful to have such an organization be a part of the Pilsen community and I look forward 
to continue working together to ensure all residents have equal access to effective health care.

Sincerely,

Byron Sigcho-Lopez
Alderman, 25th Ward



 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
 
KWAME RAOUL 
ATTORNEY GENERAL  

 
October 24, 2023 

 
 
Esther Corpuz, Chief Executive Officer 
Alivio Medical Center 
966 W 21st Street 
Chicago, IL 60608 
 
Dear CEO Corpuz and friends: 
 
As Attorney General of Illinois, I extend a hearty welcome to the members, donors, and friends 
attending Alivio Medical Center’s (Alivio) 2023 Annual Gala. 
 
I deeply regret being unable to attend this event, but it gives me hope to know that your 
commitment to the underserved residents of Chicagoland has not waned. For over 30 years, 
Alivio has proven that receiving comprehensive, patient-centered health care should not be a 
matter of income. Moreover, I applaud your plans for a new Mosaic Square Medical Campus, 
which will profoundly enhance your health services. 
 
It is my sincere privilege to join Alivio in celebrating its numerous achievements and honorees. I 
wish you a memorable gala and many more years of continued success. 
 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 

Kwame Raoul 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

500 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-1090 • TTY: (877) 844-5461 • Fax: (217) 782-7046 
100 West Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois 60601 • (312) 814-3000 • TTY: (312) 964-3013-3374 • Fax: (312) 814-3806 
601 South University Ave., Carbondale, Illinois 62901 • (618) 529-6400 • TTY: (877) 675-9339 • Fax: (618) 529-6416 

Mistress of 
Ceremonies
Tanja
Babich
Anchor/Reporter at ABC 7 Chicago

Tanja Babich anchors ABC 7 Chicago’s 
Eyewitness News in the Morning every 
weekday from 4:30AM until 7AM and again from 11AM until noon.

The Emmy Award-winning anchor brings a wealth of morning news experience and 
a rich cultural perspective to Chicago viewers. Tanja is the Canadian-born daughter 
to immigrant parents from Chile and Serbia. She came to the U.S. as a first-generation 
college student and proudly spoke about her heritage and living the “American 
Dream” when she became a United States citizen in April 2013. 

Tanja is dedicated to improving the lives of Chicagoans through storytelling, bringing 
awareness to deserving causes and organizations. She is a board member of HFS 
Chicago Scholars, which provides financial and mentoring support to deserving area 
high school students. She is also the founder of Lake Affect Chicago, a kids camping 
retreat in partnership with The Wood Family Foundation and Camp Wandawega in 
Elkhorn, WI. 

Tanja has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in Government and a 
Master of Science degree from Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. 
She is a member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists. Babich lives in 
Chicago with her husband and three daughters.



Una Presencia
Activa Award
•• Presented to ••

Martin
Cabrera, Jr.
CEO & Founder, 
Cabrera Capital Markets (CCM)
and Cabrera Capital Partners (CCP) 

Alivio Medical Center’s Una Presencia Activa award is 

presented to an individual whose work embodies the 

mission of Alivio Medical Center and whose contributions 

serve to improve the health of Alivio’s communities.

MARTIN CABRERA, JR. is the CEO & Founder of Cabrera Capital 
Markets (CCM) and Cabrera Capital Partners (CCP).

Cabrera Capital Markets (CCM) provides global investment 
banking and institutional brokerage services to a substantial and 
diversified client base that includes financial institutions, states and 
municipalities, corporations, unions, foundations and endowments.   
CCM has issued over $330 billion in debt for municipalities and 
over $400 billion in debt and equities for corporations nationally 
and internationally.  CCM’s taxable fixed income and global equities 
trading desks are transacting over one billion in securities daily.

Cabrera Capital Partners (CCP) provides commercial and residential 
real estate development expertise, investment, and consulting services 
to a full range of clients in the public, private, institutional and non-
profit sectors.  CCP has experience providing investment advisory 
services including development, acquisition and management of 
over $3.5 billion in institutional real estate.  CCP’s current real estate 
development focus is the transformation of a thirty-six acre vacant in-
fill site on Chicago’s Southwest side into a 400+ million mixed income 
and mixed-use community providing essential housing, services and 
jobs.

Martin has over twenty-five years of investment experience. He 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance from Northern Illinois 
University and studied at the London School of Economics.

Martin currently serves as a Board Member at Chicago Community 
Trust, Member of the Archbishop’s Finance Council and Chairman of 
the Real Estate Committee for the Archdiocese of Chicago, Chairman 
of the Endowment Committee at St. Ignatius College Prep, Governing 
Board Member at Econ Illinois, Board Member of World Business 
Chicago, Former Chairman of the City Colleges of Chicago and Former 
Chairman of the Chicago Plan Commission.



Lifetime
Achievement
Award
•• Presented to ••

Esther E.
Sciammarella
Executive Director,
Chicago Hispanic Health Coalition

Alivio Medical Center’s Lifetime Achievement Award is 

bestowed upon an individual whose life-long eff orts and

accomplishments, along with personal character have had 

signifi cant and lasting contributions in the areas of

health and/or immigration.

ESTHER E. SCIAMMARELLA, M.S. has a Master of Science in Clinical 

Psychology from the Illinois Institute of Technology and has been involved in 
clinical therapy, mental health service delivery, and community support and 
residential services for refugees and mentally ill clients.  She is also a fellow 
graduate of Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government’s 
Hispanic Health Leadership Fellowship Program, where she received extensive 
training for senior executives in state & local government. She also participated 
in the 1999 White House Conference on mental health alongside with Tipper 
Gore. In her ongoing partnership with the National Alliance for Hispanic Health, 
she collaborated on the book “Salud!” A Latina’s Guide to Total Health-Body, 
Mind, and Spirit, by Jane Delgado, PhD – President and CEO of the Alliance.

Ms. Sciammarella is the Executive Director of the Chicago Hispanic Health 
Coalition, a 501 (c) (3) non-for-profi t organization that she helped establish 
in June 1991 as a multi-disciplinary membership organization. Its mission 
is to promote healthy behavior and prevent chronic disease in the Hispanic 
community. The CHHC maintains a centralized forum for capacity building, 
coordination, and networking among health and human service providers 
and consumers. The Coalition also directly provides the Hispanic Community 
with health education and disease prevention workshops. Ms. Sciammarella 
currently holds a position at the University of Illinois Hospital & Health Sciences 
System working closely with the Family Medicine Clinic Medical Director in the 
development of Pilsen Clinic-based community health programs and classes to 
serve the community.  

Ms. Sciammarella was a Special Assistant to the Commissioner for Hispanic 
Aff airs at the Chicago Department of Public Health. In this capacity, she acted as 
a consultant and liaison between the department and the Hispanic community 
to ensure that programs and services were sensitive to Hispanics and assists in 
planning health-related programs in the community.  

In addition to being on the board of the Chicago Hispanic Health Coalition, she 
is currently Community Co-Chair of Partnerships and Community Engagement 
for Healthy Chicago 2.0 Department of Chicago Public Health, Investigative 
Partner for the Hispanic Community Health Study / Study of Latinos (HCHS/
SOL) which is the largest study for the Hispanic community, the UIC Latino 
Community Advisory Council, the UIC Urban Health Program,  Steering 
Committee for the Chicago Cancer Health Equity and Collaborative along with 
UIC and Northwestern University, and collaborating with All of Us Research 
Program; which is funded by National Institute of Health (NIH), a historic eff ort 
to gather data from one million or more people living in the United States to 
accelerate research and improve health.

Mrs. Sciammarella was recently appointed, by Governor J.B Pritzker, to the State 
Board of Health.



Carmen Velásquez
Warrior Award
•• Presented to ••

Daniel A.  
Meza, M.D.
Pulmonologist, Northwestern Medicine

The Carmen Velásquez Warrior Award is presented to an 

individual whose leadership, tenacity, and drive,

embody the (warrior) spirit of Alivio’s founder, Ms. 

Carmen Velásquez, and whose contributions serve to 

improve the health and lives of Alivio’s communities.

DANIEL A. MEZA, M.D., is an Assistant Professor of Pulmonary 
Critical Care Medicine at Northwestern Medicine. His clinical practice 
focuses on patients with diagnosis of Asthma and COPD while his 
research is focused in clinical trials for the future treatment of these 
diseases. Dr. Meza obtained his undergraduate degree at Valparaiso 
University. He then obtained his medical degree from the University 
of Illinois College of Medicine in Chicago, where he was also part of 
Urban Medicine a program to better understand health disparities 
and learn how to develop community-based interventions. He then 
pursued his three-year Internal Medicine training at University of 
Chicago where he also completed the Maclean Ethics fellowship in 
his last year there. This was followed by completing his Pulmonary 
Critical Care subspecialty fellowship at Northwestern Medicine where 
he also worked on obtaining federal funding to study disparities using 
population data from Cardia Cohort. He then stayed on as faculty 
in the pulmonary division where he focuses on treating individuals 
with Asthma and COPD and involved with clinical trials to treat these 
diseases. 



Thank You Sponsors!
PLATINO ($25000)

ORO ($15000)

BRONZE ($5000)
Ann Garcelon

Alivio Medical Center
EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM
Esther Corpuz, Chief Executive Officer

Jennifer Gonzalez, Chief Operations Officer
Terri Rivera, Director of Development

Maria Granados, Human Resources Director
Jennifer Vargas, MD, Alivio Medical Director
Mahamid Khan, DMD, Alivio Dental Director

OFFICERS
Teresa Fraga*

President; Treasurer, Pilsen Neighbors Community Council
Peter Martinez*

First Vice President
Elizabeth Aquino, RN, PhD

Second Vice President; Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, College of 
Nursing University of Illinois at Chicago

Antonio Guillen
Treasurer; SVP Commercial Loans-Diverse Markets Manager,

Wintrust Financial
Scott Cruz, Esq.

Secretary; Attorney at Law, Labor & Employment Group, Greensfelder, 
Hemker & Gale, P.C.

MEMBERS
Lourdes F. Diaz*

Vice President, Head of Diversity and Inclusion of U.S. Foods
Francisca Tamayo*

Alivio Patient
Santiago Garcia

President/CEO of The HOH Group Inc.
Alejandra Perez Tamayo, MD*

Retired UIC Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery, Surgical Director, Breast 
Cancer Center University of IL and Franciscan Alliance at Olympia Fields

Jill Seidman, MPH*
Strategy, Healthcare & Life Sciences, Microsoft

Margarita Lopez*
Realtor, Baird & Warner

* Patient Board Member



UI Health and the University of Illinois Chicago are  
committed to the health, education, and wellness  

of Chicago and its communities.

Together,  
we salute Alivio  
Medical Center

to Disrupt the Current
Healthcare Ecosystem

PROVIDING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

Schedule Your
Call Today!

BY OFFERING ADVISORY SERVICES TO
HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATIONS.

www.prestigehlth.com



Full Service 
Architectural & Engineering Firm

Services

Architectural Services

Mechanical Engineering

   - Fire Protec  on

   - Plumbing

Electrical Engineering

   - Security Systems

   - Life Safety Systems

Structural Engineering

Civil Engineering
Transporta  on Construc  on 

Management

The HOH Group is a certifi ed MBE & DBE fi rm that distinguishes 
itself by completing major projects in the public and private 

sectors throughout the U.S which includes: Commercial, Civic & 
Community Centers, Outpatient Care, Education, and Industrial 

Certifi cations

IDOT Prequali ed 

CDB Prequali ed

MBE I DBE 8(a) 

Contact

Off ice

312-346-8131

Address

623 Cooper Court, Schaumburg, IL 60173

Website

hohgroup.com

GREENSFELDER, HEMKER & GALE, P.C. 
Scott Cruz • 312.345.5008 • scruz@greensfelder.com
200 West Madison Street, Ste 3300
Chicago, IL 60606

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

www.greensfelder.com
Of� ces in St. Louis, MO • Chicago, IL • Southern IL

Greensfelder and Alivio
Board Member Scott Cruz 

are proud to support 
the 2023 Alivio Gala



  

 

DESIGN · PRINT · MAIL· SIGNAGE

773.927.1666 • rich@breakerpress.com

Family owned and operated since 1977
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BlueNovo is honored to sponsor 
the 2023 Alivio Gala

Our partnership with Alivio is a 
source of immense pride, as we 
continually witness their 
unwavering commitment  to 
serving the underserved, day in 
and day out. Together, we share 
in their passion for making a 
positive impact on the lives of 
those who need it most.






